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“I love the spirit of Halloween and the energy that comes with it.” 
Katharine McPhee 

 
In a school community, it is difficult to truly escape the most festive of secular holidays 
that our American culture celebrates, Halloween. And yet, the origin of this celebration 
holds roots within the non-secular world. The heritage of “All Hallows Eve” lies within 
an ancient festival to honor all the worldly departed. The term “Hallow” means holy and 
the “Eve” of this phrase refers to the night before the feast of all holies, or All Saints Day. 
 
Our Halloween celebration began on October 24th as our H.S.A. served as a host to a 
parish-wide event that enjoyed the imaginative creativity that only our annual Trunk-or-
Treat night could fulfill. With nearly 40 vehicles in attendance, the ingenuity of our 
families was on display as they decorated their trunks, hatchbacks and truck beds. A 
note of appreciation to Manda Ruark for organizing this community event. 
 
Then last week, our campus overflowed with excitement in anticipation of “All Hallows 
Eve”. Halloween on the campus of SFdS is undoubtedly a bit different than most school 
communities around our area. To PENGUIN NATION, Halloween is more aptly 
known as “Hallo-Giving”. It is on this special day that the Light of Christ faithfully 
shines with joyful blessings. On October 30th, our students began their day of service 
and fun by selecting the perfect jack-o-lantern from our very own Penguin Pumpkin 
Patch. The students then decorated their pumpkin and constructed a creatively designed 
greeting card for the residents of The Anchorage Nursing Care and Rehabilitation 
Center. Once our young people had placed the fitting touches on these gift items, our 
entire school community marched down Riverside Drive and across Carroll Street to 
visit the residents. Watching 204 students in costume parade downtown to share a bit of 
joy with the residents of Anchorage was certainly a sight to behold. Year after year, I am 
undecided whose smiles shine brightest during our “Hallo-Giving” parade; the residents 
of Anchorage receiving their gifts or the students of St. Francis presenting them. I would 
like to thank Kevin Smith from Barkley Farms for once again generously donating these 
pumpkins and Fred Wilson for transporting the 150 pumpkins. 
 
If this event didn’t provide enough festive enjoyment, our parade led into a hay-ride 
around campus during the student’s recess hour. Seeing our children joyfully sing and 
shout as they traveled in a 30 foot flat-bed trailer around the parking lots, was certainly 
a vision to enjoy. Thank you to G.W. Lynch for coordinating this event.  
 
And before evening could fall on this joyful day, our middle school students enjoyed the 
Monster Mash Bash dance social. I would like to thank April Brilliant for serving as 
chairperson for this event and Stephanie Overton-O’Hara for spinning the tunes 
throughout the evening.  What a blessed week! 
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